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“Bright College years...”

Few of us knew
what we were 1n
for when we
walked through
Phelpes Gate and
into Old Campus.




Fortunately,
we had a
printed guide
which made it
possible to get
to know one
another.

A YALE BAMMWER PUBLITATIORN



In the Old Campus
publication we all had
“page-mates,” and we
soon came to know one
another. We matched
faces to impressions and
formed life-long
friendships as we
progressed through
freshman year and
beyond.




We were a mixed
group which the
Admissions Office
had made a
conscious effort to
recruit and accept
from a wide
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variety of public
e schools across the

country.




In addition there were
students from private
schools and academies,
some of whom, (as we
were to learn), came to
Yale as “legacies,”

shouldering the heavy
burden of a family =
tradition which *; on iﬂ;., ,

183 Lawrance/D. C.

preceded them at Yale.




Although Bill had
previously been
Chaplain at Andover
Academy and
Williams College,
when he started at
Yale, he looked

almost as young as
we did....



At Yale he was
unstintingly generous
with his time and
concern.

We spent many meals
and many evenings at
his house on Wall
Street.



If you had an
argument with Bill,
you could rarely
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WII.

This could be
irritating --
especially when
you were right and
he was wrong....




No matter how wrong
he was, his winning
smile, and turn of
phrase left you
wanting for words,
speechless.

You felt enveloped,
embraced by a large
and magnanimous




You knew he was
more than just a
“nice guy.” He was
a good man.

His manner exerted
a kind of magnetic
pull on you.

You sensed he was a
force of nature
toward whom you
could not help but be
drawn.




........

How could you
win an argument
with this guy? . .



He influenced us 1n
ways we didn’t
fully realize at the
time.

Bill smoked a pipe
at the time...

...many of us took
up pipe smoking.
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Most importantly ‘ e OF
though, Bill spoke -« IUSTIe
courageously for many
of us at Yale. On 20
October 1967 the
nation heard what he
had to say.

We were just starting
Senior Year....when
we picked up the
newspaper, and saw a
troubling sight.
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There was our
Chaplain -- in
Washington, D.C. --
getting arrested.

He was later
indicted, tried and
convicted for aiding
and abetting those

who chose to resist
the draft.
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Statement before the Justice Denmartment. Rev., William Sloane
Coffin, dJr.
October 20, 1967

What we are here to do is not a natural, easy thing
for any of us. We are writers, professors, clergy, and this
is not our "thing." But it must have been with precisely such
people as we in mind that the poet Peguy wrote: "The worst of
particularities is to withhold oneself, the worst ignorance is
not to act, the worst lie is to steal away."

So we have come here to be with conscientious men in
their hour of conscience; and because like tliem we cannot stand
around with dry feet while wisdom and decency go under for the
third time in Vietnam.

This week once again hizh government officials des-
cribed protesters against the war as "naive," "wild-eyed ideal-

ists.” But in our view it is not wild-eyed idealism but clear-
eyed revulsion that brings us here. For as one of our number
put it: "If what the United States is doing in Vietnam is

right, what is there left to be called wrong?"

Many of us are veterans, and all of us have the high-
est sympathy for our boys in Vietnam. They know what a dirty,
bloody war it is. But they have been told that the ends justi-
fy the means, and that the cleansing water of victory will
wash elean their hands of 211 the blood and dirt. No wonder
they hate us who say "There must be no cleansing water." But
what they must strive to understand, hard as it is, is that
there can be no cleansing water if military victory spells moral
defeat.

We have the highest sympathyalso for those who back
the war because their sons or lovers or husbands are fighting
of have died in Vietnam. But they too must understand a very
basic thing--that sacrifice in and of itself confers no sanc-
tity. Even if half a million of our boys were to die in
Vietnam that would not make the cause one whit more sacred.
Yet we realize how hard that knowledge is to appropriatée when
one's husband is numberced among the sacrificed.

The mother of a son lost in Vietnam once told me
"My son-used to write how much he and his company were doing
for the orphans. But I usad to answer 'if you want to help
the orphans, son, you must stop killing their fathers and
mothers.'

Like this mother we do not dispute the good intentions,
the good works of cndless good smericens in Vietnanm. But we

Eﬂ;ﬁ?hw do insist that no amount of good intentions nor good works, nor
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Statement before the Justice Denartment. Rev. William Sloane

Coffin, dJr.
October 20, 1967

What we are here to do is not a natural, easy thing
for any of us. We are writers, professors, clergy, and this
is not our "thing." DBut it must have been with precisely such
pecple as we in mind that the poet Peguy wrote: "The worst of
particularities is to withhold oneself, the worst ignorance is
not to act, the worst lie is to steal away.!

S0 we have come here to be with conscienticus men in
their hour of conscience; and becauss like tliem we cannot stand
around with dry feet while wisdom and decency go under for the
third time in Vietnam.

This week once again hizh government officials des-
cribed protesters against the war as '"naive," "wild-eyed ideal-
ists." But in our view it is not wild-eyed idealism but clear-
gyed revulsion that brings us here. For 2s one of our number
put it: "If what the United States is doing in Vietnam is
right, what is there left to be called wrong?"




Bill
continued to
speak out
both off
campus and
on campus
throughout
our senior
year.....
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Some of his
comments were
directed straight
to the Yale
faculty, who he
felt should apply
their best insights
to the crises that
students were
facing.
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To the Faculty of Zale Universi

The expansion of the Indochina war takes place today under a
svstem of deceptions proffered by the administration to the
American people, The transition to an automated air war,

a technological reign of terror over the peoples of Indochina,
is masked by the periodic announcement of American troop
withdrawnls. In the face of an increasingly aggressive and
vicious military policy, and the simultancous attempt to
isolate the American panplﬂ from this reality, the need for

a public reaction, an application of pressure through all
available channels, is greater than it has ever been.

The Feople's ace Treaty is an organizing tool to help

bring about this pressure It came about through the efforts

of a group of American tLd@1t° from the National Student
Association and rth and South 1 mese student organizations,
The Amﬂrlcan students went to qnﬂol in Deceﬂbﬂr 1070 to

w1tn students there for a s The final negotia
of treaty took place in ris with iadame Binh of the
Provisional Revolutionary Government of South Vietnam. The
treaty is supported by businessmen, Buddhist organizationms,
and other civic groups of South

South Vid nam ons Amerlc;n qtud nt managed to enter and me

ow the treaty must be and is being taken to all sectors of
American socisty, to individuals tions offering
pzople the occassion to declare a aoparatu pes

people of Indo A, emsalves out of the war,
The treaty is not a pot;t;on. it is a set of principles

tﬁﬂ conditions for peace in Indochina and can

involve people in a process of real queqtlon o which will
help them make an act1v9 committment to bringing an end to

the war in Indo

le University and as
t. Zou can carcy
out your QQM'itrwout v takir ¢ X to othar groups
d ir div1d04 rith whomn vou have
i obbyinz :
: i our own forumc for wxpwec91on
administration and military
poliey on the i ¥ the accumulation of what seem
to be small 5 the 111 bring mounting pressure to bear,

Contributions to our office ars much needed and would be
- ppreciated, liake checks payable to Feople's Feace

435-1430

Thanlk vou for vour attention,




To the Faculty of 7ale University:

The expansion of the Indochina war takes place today under a
system of deceptions proffered by the administration to the
American people., The transition to an automated alr war,

a technological reign of terror over the peoples of Indochina,
is masked by the periodic announcoment of American troop
withdrawals, In the face of an increasingly aggressive and
vicious military policy, and the simultancous attempt to
isolate the American peopls from this reality, the need for

a public reaction, an application of pressure through all
available channels, is greater than it has ever been,

The Feople's Feace Treaty is an organizing tool to help
bring about this pressure, It came about through the efforts
of a group of American students from the Sational Student
Association and Torth and South Vietnamese student organizations,
The American students went to Hanoi in December 1270 to
negotiate with students thers and though denied visas iato
South Vietnam one American student managed to enter and meet
with studente there for a short time, The final anegotiating
of the treaty took place in Faris with Iiadame Binh of the
Provisional Revolutionary Govermiment of South Vietnam, The
treaty is supported by businessmen, Buddhist organizations,
and other civic groups of South Vietnan,




Some other
statements
were made to
a wider
audience.
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The Class of 1968 was
one of the last of the
all male classes before
Yale became a co-ed
institution.

Whether or not we
were particularly
broad minded, our

Chaplain was willing e
to reach out in CHAPLAM WL
oreach outina S |
daring manner to new | e e
and unfamiliar o | B X

MOVIE SEOUENCE YET

audiences.

; i Yale College
‘ﬁ Class of
W 1968
e 35" Reunion

22



Other Yale graduates of
Bill’s era who were more
adept than Bill at self
promotion tried from time to
time to speak for “God at
Yale” -- without convincing
SUCCESS.

Nevertheless, they continue
to reprint the same material
again and again, suggesting,
perhaps, that their Theology
has not evolved very much in
fifty years.

S5tk Anndeersary Edition

WILLIAM F BUCKIEY]R.
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. Buck, 111

Jerry D. Cade
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. Buckley, Jr.

Lane

Victor J, Burke, Il ichard §. Burling

d s i

W. M. Burstein George W. Bush

| S

R. A. Cadigan, Jr. John T, Cahoon, Jr.
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Calfee, Jr.
b

Over the course of
4 years, our friends
and “page-mates”
in the Old Campus
directory develope
and revealed their
essential character
to us all.
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And, as popular
movies sometimes
suggest, basic
friendships and
elements of
character formed 1n
school years often
last a lifetime.

“Two Thumbs
UP!-“

Fibari & Rowpar

g
(KEVIN KLINE

HEMPEROR’S

- i e .. I.r i,
| [ b el Le | an 1. T
The Best Films This Yecar.

Hen Hawd, The Now Vool flirrper
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By At Whpeeliicmmar LAl B

Some 1n our class
-- as 1n other
Yale classes --
went on to do
things in the
“public eye”
when they left
Yale.




As for Bill, after leaving
Yale, he continued to talk
and write on burning
problems of “Public
Morality,” including civil
rights 1ssues, global
economic 1njustice and
world wide environmental
devastation caused by
corporate greed and
misguided public policy.

IS ALITTLE
TO THE
LEFT

| ESSAYS ON PUBLIC MORALITY

William Sloane Coffin
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Bill’s messages were interpreted differently by each of us.
Some classmates seem to be trying hard to redouble their
commitment to new levels of compassionate conservatism.

R e
Huo a2l

=

Copyright, ©, Gary Trudeau. The New York Times, 28 May 2003

But, as Bill has pointed out, since 9/11 the administration’s
roving advisors have missed the point. They seem to want us
—mem 0 believe that the needy are greedy and the greedy are needy.
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In any case, at least some of Bill Coffin’s insights
have apparently endured in the minds of other members

of the Class of 1968. And today -- just as in 1968 --
these 1deas can have costly personal consequences...

Copyright, ©, Gary Trudeau. The New York Times, 28 May 2003
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Despite disagreeing with Bill at times, President
Brewster -- to his infinite credit -- ultimately supported
Bill against the criticisms of many alumni. Had he
failed to support Bill it 1s likely he would have faced a
major student revolt from the Class of 1968.

i Yale College
H Class of
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Having presided over many degree ceremonies,
Bill Coffin has now earned a unique diploma of
his own from the Class of 1968 for his life-long
commitment to matters of conscience.
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Class of 1968 Diploma presented to Bill Coffin, 31 May 2003
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William Sloane Cr,y‘fm, Jr.

Has Farned the Highest Degree of Enduring Esteem in Cur Hearis As
Permanent Chaplain of the Class of 1968

For Hix Sterling Memorial Sense of Humor, His Unparalleled Generosity During His Years on
Wall Streer, His Unstinting Love Toward the Poor Litile Lombs Who Have Gone Asiran
And His Unflinching Public Declaration of Moral Principles fn Humon Affairs.

William H. Baker James B Labimer, 11
Reunion Chairman, Yale Class of 1968 Secretary, Yale Class of 1968

Moy 31, 2003




The Reverend
William Sloane Coffin, Jr

Permanent Chaplain to
the Yale Class of 1968
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