
Introduction to Environmental Justice 
ENVR E-145 

 
Rhona Julien & Timothy Weiskel 

http://courses.dce.harvard.edu/~envre145 

Harvard University Extension School 
Spring Semester 2010 

Timothy C. Weiskel  
Class Session – Week 7 

6 March 2012 

Stockholders and Stakeholders:   
Global Corporations, Private Profit and 

Environmental Justice in the Internet Age 

http://courses.dce.harvard.edu/~envre145�


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kmpFrtXVHOc 
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http://www.climate-talks.net/2008-ENVRE130/Video/20091027-Chevron-
Ecuador.htm 
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http://www.democracynow.org/2009/4/21/radiation_expos
ure_from_50_years_of 
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Uranium mining in Navajo country 



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XkRcKuGBmSg 
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“Hidden Wars of Desert Storm” 

http://video.google.com/videoplay?docid=3804528229102317499 
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Video.htm 
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US “recognizes” its “historic role,” but “categorically 
rejects” a “sense of guilt, or culpability or reparations.”  

http://www.climate-talks.net/2008-ENVRE130/Video/20091210-DN-rm-Todd-
Stern-Rejects.htm 
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What has happened on the global stage? 



What has happened on the global stage? 

http://www.climate-talks.net/2008-
ENVRE130/Video/20090923-DN-UN-Climate-Morales-

China-rm.htm 

Consider Al Jazeera’s coverage of climate 
change, human rights and “climate debt.” 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YD7nB4
6Shkw 
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http://vimeo.com/10784285 

Citizens concerned about EJ 
issues will have to fight for 
“net neutrality.” Many 
powerful forces are at work to 
shut it down. See interview: 

http://www.climate-talks.net/2008-
ENVRE130/Video/20100421-YouTube-PBS-Net-

Neutrality.htm 
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JWgmU8X3gD0 

Why not create:   EJ-TV  with some address on the web like this? 

http://EcoJustice.TV 

We could start it with your very own presentations….detailing your best 
research.  What do you think of this idea?  
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Q. 
“What can we expect 
to learn from this 
course that is going 
to be useful in our 
daily lives?” 
 

Training, Higher Education and  
Environmental Justice 



Training, Higher Education and  
Environmental Justice  

Clear and 
eloquent answer 
to this question, 
last week from  
Dr. Julien 
 



Training, Higher Education and  
Environmental Justice  

Q. 
“What can we expect 
to learn from this 
course that is going 
to be useful in our 
daily lives?” 
 

A.“It is my job to 
give a voice to 
the voiceless.” 

 



Training, Higher Education and  
Environmental Justice (A Personal Perspective) 

Q. 
“What can we expect to learn from this course that is going 
to be useful in our daily lives?” 
 

A. Don’t expect this course to be a “skills” course.  You 
can get better “training” in needed skills in any of the 
country’s community colleges.  What we offer instead is 
an introduction to environmental justice issues in the 
context education in the liberal arts.  That is, we seek to 
foster the education of your perspective and the 
cultivation of your thought and reflection.  We want you 
to “learn to learn and try to learn for what…” 

 



To the Students of the Workers' and 
Peasants' Faculty 

So there you sit. And how much blood was shed 
That you might sit there. Do such stories bore you? 
Well, don't forget that others sat before you 
who later sat on people. Keep your head! 
Your science will be valueless, you'll find 
And learning will be sterile, if inviting 
Unless you pledge your intellect to fighting 
Against all enemies of all mankind. 
Never forget that men like you got hurt 
That you might sit here, not the other lot. 
And now don't shut your eyes, and don't desert 
But learn to learn, and try to learn for what.  

Berthold Brecht 
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Tim Weiskel - 26 

What is our place in the global order 
of things? 
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Given our place, how should we behave in 
the ecosystem ? 
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How should we then behave toward fellow 
human beings? 
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