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We live on the 
only Blue 
planet in the 
known 
universe...

….yet as 
species w

may b
“running out

of water

There is something wrong on this water wealthy planet.
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We need to address the ethical, scientific, public health, and policy 
dimensions of this crisis… …to avoid 

massive human 
suffering.
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“That image of the earth has 
become, like the Cross and the 

Crescent, an icon of almost 
religious significance.”

James Lovelock, 1996



Can we learn to survive sustainably within the 
rhythms of the biogeochemical cycling of its water 

--this symbol and substance of life?

We live on the only Blue Planet in the 
known universe.   





http://www.sciencemag.org/cgi/content/abstract/289/5477/284
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Worldview and Eco-Logic
All of the water problems that we experience globally will 

accentuate the difference in worldviews between those 
of peasant societies and those of industrial, market-
integrated societies.

This is because, as Justus von Liebig pointed out, all life 
forms depend not on the average supply of all available 
inputs, but rather upon on the continuous supply of the 
scarcest necessary resource -- the limiting resource. 
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Market Logic vs. Eco-Logic
Peasant economics works on the logic of Leibig’s Law of 

the minimum.
Market logic for a resource is to “price” it according to is 

scarcity.  The problem with price is that it can only work 
as a mechanism for signaling scarcity where there is 
effective demand -- that is, ability to pay in the 
marketplace.

Where there is no ability to pay, price is not an effective 
means of allocating resources, because without ability to 
pay, “price signals” are not activated.  There may be a 
dire need, but there is a “market failure” when there is 
no means to pay.   
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A mega-question is now emerging globally.
It is clear that we must learn to value water, but:

• Should we “price” water?
• If water becomes privatized and priced, what will be 

the predictable consequences and ethical implications 
of coming water shortages?

• If water is not privatized and priced what will 
happen?



*

http://www.thenation.com/doc.mhtml?i=20020902&s=barlow


On the only blue planet 
in the known 
universe, we have 
turned seas into 
deserts.  

The question is: 
As a species can we develop 
legal systems, market 
mechanisms and ethical 
norms -- forms of self-
imposed, self-restraint --
that will enable us to 
survive our considerable 
capacity to exhaust even the 
most abundant  resources?









http://ecojustice.net/2006-ENVRE120/Video/20061116-Bechtel-YouTube-Index.htm


http://ecojustice.net/2006-ENVRE120/Video/20061031-Why-We-Fight-Index.htm


http://ecojustice.net/2006-ENVRE120/Video/20061103-YouTube-Greenwald-Index.htm
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Toxic Substances

Non-Point Pollution - Agricultural Waste and Diffused Industrial 
Chemicals – in surface and ground water. 

Point Source Pollution - Industrial Chemicals (conceptually simple, 
difficult politically & economically – Especially internationally.  Case of 
MTBE * * * ). 

International Aspects of Toxic Waste  – Larry Summers’s
famous contribution  *

POP Problems and Pesticide Debate
POP Treaty - 21 May 2001

http://www.whirledbank.org/ourwords/summers.html
http://www.commondreams.org/headlines01/0313-04.htm
http://www.pops.int/documents/convtext/convtext_en.pdf
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Nuclear Waste and Contamination

Warning Signs - A Series of “Accidents”
Three Mile Island
Chernobyl
Korea Nuclear Accident
Germans Phase out Nuclear Energy 
But in United States: "Renaissance" of the Nuclear Option

Nuclear Waste in America: Yucca Mountain
Depleted Uranium: America Introduces Nuclear 

Weaponry to International Conflicts – Balkans, 
Afghanistan & Iraq *

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/2860759.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/2860759.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/2860759.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/3050317.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/2946715.stm




But first,….

Nuclear Waste Weapons Dirty Bomb Update



















Nuclear Waste Weapons Dirty Bomb Update















And in Britain…

"Nuclear protest disrupts Blair 
speech," BBC News Online, (29 
November 2005).



What if … ?
What if we took 

consequentialist ethics 
seriously?

A basic principle of all 
consequentialist ethics can 
be stated simply:

“You are responsible for the 
predictable consequences of 

your own actions.”

Mid or long term results of new nuclear  policy 
are not yet clear…



Nuclear Energy use is 
likely to be on the 
increase in the 
coming years….

….partially because it 
is being promoted as 
a “climate friendly” 
energy option.

















“We can’t 
claim we 
haven’t been 
warned….”

http://pages.emerson.edu/courses/Fall06/SC280A/Video/Dirty-Bomb-Video.htm
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