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The intensification of agriculture has been made possible 
primarily through fossil fuel subsidies.

Consider how our food is grown…and how we have re-
structured the whole the earth’s agriculture…[40:55]
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Period of Colonial Expansion and Imperial Control 
based upon petro-intensivity is ending…

Our cultural habit of continuous and perpetual growth, linked to
the phenomena of colonial expansion and imperial control 
are about to come to an end for 3 reasons:

1. It is economically unsustainable – era of cheap oil is nearly 
over – nearly at the “peak” point, if not already past it. 
(26:31).

2. It is increasingly seen to be politically and socially 
intolerable – local populations object to continued colonial 
domination and they are asserting themselves in costly ways. 
(See sources on web page – Supplements for Week 5).

3. AND the habit of carbon-intensive growth is ecologically 
suicidal because of the ecological instabilities petroleum-
based agriculture and CO2 will engender in the entire 
system.
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This kind of tropical deforestation is occurring as well in 
Indonesia: "Haze health warning issued," BBC News Online, 
(8 October 2006).

And

in Brazil with similar ecological consequences.
"Fears over huge forest disappearance," BBC News Online, (3 

April 2006).
"Amazon damage 'worse than feared'," BBC News Online, (21 

October 2005).
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Land, Agricultural Control, & Ownership

In the recent evolution of agricultural systems concepts 
of "ownership" have been extended from land to the 
crops themselves -- and more particularly to the 
genetic material that they "express." 

Genetic materials of the world's major cultigens are 
being collected and stored in "gene banks" -- both 
private and public. 
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• Genetic materials of the 
world's major cultigens are 
being collected and stored in 
"gene banks" -- both private 
and public. 
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• Agribusiness corporations 
and many governments argue 
that this is necessary to assure 
the world's future food 
supplies. 
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Others from the Third World 
regard the "privatization" of 
global plant genetic material as 
a form of "biopiracy" and fear 
that this form of private 
control over public resources 
is both socially unjust and 
ecologically destructive. 
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• Local land 
management decisions 
around the world in the 
agricultural sector are in 
many cases made in 
reference to these larger 
global market 
considerations.
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•All decisions in this realm 
have embedded ethical 
implications.
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Food, Famine and the 
Frontier Mentality

Timothy C. Weiskel
Worldview, 24, 12, (Dec. 1981), pp. 14-16.
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Our long term survival will depend upon 
our moral imagination and beliefs

In effect our collective ‘choice’ 
about the future will come down 
to a question of the way we live 
“unconsciously.”

The metaphors we live by will 
determine our fate.

What are our metaphors? What 
are our beliefs?  Can they 
change in the time frame we 
have left? 
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An academic study of 
worldviews is no doubt sorely 
needed and eventually 
academics might conclude that 
our environment will challenge 
us to change our cultural 
beliefs and religious concepts 
in order to “think” about the 
world in a different way.

….meanwhile….
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Implicit theories Financial "Investor's" Worldview

Community       The moral community is made up of those who share in capital to
undertake investments in industrial capacity and trading ventures

System      The system consists of investors engaged in differential strategies of
investment throughout the world. The world as a whole is available as a
theater for profitable investment.  Financial resources knit the system as a
whole together.

Authority      Authority is vested in trans-national and multinational alliances and
agreements that work to facilitate the unimpeded movement of capital

Change      Change occurs through the identification and investment in new ideas..
Change is good and has become essential for competitive survival of rival
financial groups.  Growth is both good and necessary.

Agency     The investor is the agent of change in the system.  The state should act to
facilitate and “free up” the potential for the global movement of financial
resources.

Time     The focus is upon the next “quarter” or a shortened time horizon
determined by a calculation of the annual average rate of profit.  Rapid
“turnover” of capital is necessary for maximum profit generation.
“Time is money.”

For the time being, these assumptions 
are likely to predominate...
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Africa is said 
to need GM 
crops because 
that most 
closely fits 
our worldview 
of what 
agriculture 
should be in 
the “modern” 
world...
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But is this kind of capital-intensive 
agriculture going to help? Or hurt?
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Can Africa’s thin and fragile topsoils sustain the assault of 
petro-intensive methods developed for other soils in other 
water regimes with wholly different  manpower constraints?
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American engineers have a solution to these problems 
and it has to do with constructing new 
“infrastructure” – roads, bridges, dams, water 
delivery and sewage systems.

Consider “How Water Won the West," Bureau of 
Reclamation, (1986).

The logic and habits of mind of the “empire builders” 
has dominated America’s entire foreign policy 
toward the “Third World.” (see, for example, the “confessions” 
in Week 5 Supplementary material)

http://ecojustice.net/2006-ENVRE120/Video/20050304-NOW-Perkins-Hit-Man.htm
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Beyond Africa…
What about the struggles over agriculture and 

water in other parts of the world….
"The Battle over Blue Gold," WBUR - The 

Connection, (27 August 2002).
South America – “Leasing the Rain”
India? – “Seeds of Suicide” – The fate of Indian 

farmers + Vandana Shiva
World Water Crises – “Water Refugees” 
BBC’s Directory to “The Water Debate”

http://realserver.bu.edu:8080/ramgen/w/b/wbur/connection/audio/2002/08/con_0827a.rm
http://ecojustice.net/2006-ENVRE120/Video/20020705-rainch1_t1-Index.htm
http://ecojustice.net/2005-ENVRE120/Video/20050726-Frontiline-Seeds-of-Suicide-Index.htm
http://ecojustice.net/2005-ENVRE120/Video/20010322-BBC-Tearfund-Water-Refugees-Index.htm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/in_depth/world/2003/world_forum/water/default.stm
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The Alternative….

There are alternatives being 
proposed for Africa.  They 
have to do with re-inserting 
ecological process within 
the hydrological system. So 
far, however, they are not as 
yet financed and are not 
likely to be so in the near 
future because of our values 
and beliefs about capital 
intensive agriculture.
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The Hague Meetings and Aftermath…
Conflicting opinions emerge among delegates on the “pricing” 

of water as a result of “The Hague Statement.”   
Water as ‘Human Right’ vs. a Priced Commodity
One official position - Head of World Water Commission. 
Evelyn Herskin’s (Conference Chairwoman and South 

African position - water-scarce country).  (BBC Report) 
NGOs, including  The Council of Canadians have opposed 

the “commoditization” of water at the Hague and through 
NAFTA. Maude Barlow has led the struggle and created 
a “Blue Planet Project.”

One year after the Hague Conference (2000), The Council of 
Canadians organized a global conference in Vancouver, 
B.C. to alert the world to the “privitization crisis.” 

http://www.canadians.org/
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