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projects, national wildlife areas, national forests, and national parks re particular emphasis. Special attention is devoted to the
problem of suburban sprawl.
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-- for assignments, news, announcements,
etc.
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Class Schedule | Course Readings | Teaching Assistants: Rober Bumns, and Zachary Zevitas

Class - Maxwell Dwodin, Rm G115, Thursdays, 7:35 1o 5:38 | Discussion Section, Thursdays 8:30 [io be confirmed].

Course Description:

QOur environmental circumstances pose problems of value and choice for each of us and challenge us to
reconsider the way we act indwidually and collectively in an ever changing ecosystem. VWhether we like it or not
there is no escaping the fact that ethical values are embeddead in the premises and assumptions of all decisions
we make conceming land and resource use

Responsible land management has come to include concem for land as habitat — not just for humankind
alone -- but for other communities of species that inhabit it as well. In addition, we have come to understand
that land management needs to reflect an understanding of the land in its ecological context, including its local
and larger significance in the hydrological cycle, the carbon cycle, public health, ete

This course invites students to reflect upon the problems confronting those who have to make decisions
about land management and resource use. It highlights different approaches to environmental ethics and
examines the underlying assumptions of the scientific, managerial, economic, aesthetic, religious, judicial and

public policy discourse on the environment
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Course Description:

QOur environmental circumstances pose problems of value and choice for each of us and challenge us to
reconsider the way we act individually and collectively in an ever changing ecosystem. Whether we like it or not
there is no escaping the fact that ethical values are embeddead in the premises and assumptions of all decisions
we make conceming land and resource use

Responsible land management has come to include concem for land as habitat — not just for humankind
alone -- but for other communities of species that inhabit it as well. In addition, we have come to understand
that land management needs to reflect an understanding of the land in its ecological context, including its local
and larger significance in the hydrological cycle, the carbon cycle, public health, ete.

This course invites students to reflect upon the problems confronting those who have to make decisions
about land management and resource use. |t highlights different approaches to environmental ethics and
examines the underlying assumptions of the scientific, managerial, economic, aesthetic, religious, judicial and
public policy discourse on the environment
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Biographical Sketch

Tim Weiskel is trained as an historian and social anthropologist. He completed his B A, at Yale
University (magna cum laude) in 1969 and undertook graduate work at the Ecole Pratique des Hautes
Etudes (W1 - Section) in Paris and at Balliol College, Oxford where he completed his doctorate (D). Phl)
in 1977 as a Rhodes Scholar (New Hampshire, 1969). Mr. Weiskel has recerved research grants from
the Danforth Foundation, the Natonal Endowment for the Humanities, the Social Science Research
Council, the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, the Woodrow Wilson Foundation, the Lilly Foundation, the
Henrv Luce Foundation and the Rockefeller Foundation. He has taught African history, historical
ecology, and ecological anthropology at Williams College, Yale University and Harvard University.

Dr. Weiskel has had field experience in Syria, Lebanon and throughout West Africa from Senegal
to Gabon. In 1966-67 he worked as the West Africa Representative for the volunteer organization
Operarion Crossroads Africa, Ine. Since then he has returned to West Africa for field work among the
Baule peoples of the central Ivory Coast. His field work and archival research on the history and

anthronolaov of the leorve Coast neonles led to the tmbbication of Frarch Calarial Bule and the Bande

& internet
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L::::rf;}fm Blel Our environmental circumstances pose problems of value and choice for each of us and challenge us to

The Envirgnmental Information reconsider the way we act indimdually and collectively in an ever changing ecosystem. Whether we like it or not
Centet there is no escaping the fact that ethical values are embeddead in the premises and assumptions of all decisions
we make conceming land and resource use

Responsible land management has come to include concem for land as habitat — not just for humankind

alone -- but for unities of species that inhabit it as well. In addition, we have come to understand
Class Resources anagement needs to reflect an understanding of the land in its ecological context. including its local
and larger significance in the hydrological cycle, the carbon cycle, public health, ete.

Week 2 This course invites students to reflect upon the problems confronting those who have to make decisions
Waeelk 1 about land management and resource use. |t highlights different approaches to environmental ethics and
examines the underlying assumptions of the scientific, managerial, economic, aesthetic, religious, judicial and

public policy discourse on the environment
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Course Description:

COur environmental circumstances pose problems of value and choice for each of us and challenge us
to reconsider the way we act indmdually and collectively in an ever changing ecosystem. Whether we like it
or not there 1s no escaping the fact that ethical values are embedded in the premises and assumptions of all
decisions we make concerning land and resource use.

Responsible land management has come to include concern for land as habitat - not just for
humankind alone -- but for other communities of species that inhabit it as well. In addition, we have come
to understand that land management needs to reflect an understanding of the land in its ecological context,
including its local and larger significance in the hydrological cycle, the carbon cycle, public health, etc.

This course invites students to reflect upon the problems confronting those who have to make
decisions about land management and resource use. It highlights different approaches to environmental
ethics and examines the underlying assumptions of the scientific, managerial, economic, aesthetic,
religious, judicial and public policy discourse on the environment.

How will this differ from what you

have been taught so far?




Time for a little self-reflection on your education...

What has your education
prepared you for so far?

To get this far, what have
you been rewarded for?
Punished for?

Even if you have always
been a good student,
what have you been
taught? )




Four Simple Thoughts

There are some major historical discontinuities
that will most probably intrude upon your lives.

Currently, you are not being told about these
discontinuities.

But ignorance will be no excuse. You will be
wacked by them anyway... There will be no

escaping the potentially catastrophic
discontinuities.

You will need to develop an environmental ethic
of your own to survive.



Sidebar: What is a
“discontinuity?”

Environmental Decline
and

Public Policy

..many
Kinds

Pattern, Trend and Prospect

Timothy C. Weiskel
af
Richard A. Gray
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COLLAPSE

Many scholars and
authors have begun to
write extended studies
and popular press
accounts of the abrupt
discontinuities that
have characterized
cultures in human
history.



Four Simple Thoughts

There are some major historical discontinuities
that will most probably intrude upon your lives.

Currently, you are not being told about these
discontinuities.

But ignorance will be no excuse. You will be
wacked by them anyway... There will be no

escaping the potentially catastrophic
discontinuities.

You will
of your own to survive.
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Al Gore....

...you will be asked
to listen to his
arguments and
analyze his implicit
theories.

What truths does he
cite, respect, and
regard as
authoritative?
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. Global warming, the moral and ethical challenges it presents, and what should be
media resources done about it will be up for discussion following screenings of Al Gore's documentary
news releaces : . y o M . )
SRR Hn_fnmn'.fenrent Truth .?ft Sacramento State on Thursday, Sept. 21, in the University
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But the film also points out that climate changes on the

There is a growing awareness of the moral and

ethical dimensions of environmental 1ssues.



Who should take this course?

| received the following e-mail ....

Your’e kiddin-—-Right?9

1

I was looking at taking your class and then I saw one of yourd
readings is from the inventor of the internet, inspiration forq
"Love Story" and leading scientist &l Gore -9

my only conclusion is your a left wing nut and your wviews ofd
course will spill over into your teaching.q

I DON'T WANT TCO HEAR THEM I WANT UNBIASED FACT BASEDY
TEACHINGYT

1

1

I'1ll pass,q

e YL

Los Angelesq

(let alone reguiring the 'Times' and not lets say 'Scientific
America')q

1

1

Do You Yahoo!?9
Tired of spam? ¥Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 9
http://mail.yahoo.com 9




E-malil Response....

T
Dear GM.+«
3

Thank vou for vour note.«

I am sorry you won't be taking the class, but it sounds like you
already know all vou think vou need to know about this subject, so
[ am not sure vou would have benefited from the course very much
in any case. Perhaps its best, as you say, to pass itup.§
|

All the best.+

&
Sincerelv ¥

T

Prof. T.C. Weiskel T

Environmental Ethics - Harvard Extension School¥
http://courses.dce.harvard.edw/~envrel 209




ALL I REALLY
NEED TO KNOW
| LEARNED IN
KINDERGARTEN

- ROBERT FULGHUM

Presumably, my friend might
have preferred something a
little more with it. Perhaps
something that had stood the
test of “best seller” distinction
over time and was in its 15t
Anniversary edition...



...0r perhaps some other best
seller that will encapsulate in
a brief form the history of a
century that is only a few
years old?




Rev. John Hagee

...you may want to listen to
his arguments and analyze
his implicit theories.

What truths does he cite,
respect, and regard as
authoritative?




Aldo Leopold

...you will be asked to
listen to his arguments
and analyze his implicit
theories.

What truths does he
cite, respect, and regard
as authoritative?




So, to begin with...

Key question:

[please write your answer on the paper provided & print your
name clearly at the top]

What does “environmental ethics” mean to you?

With a short paragraph, in your own words,
complete the phrase, and elaborate in a few
sentences....

“Environmental ethics 1s concerned with....”

Tim Weiskel - 30



...a pause for you to think
and write ....

Tim Weiskel - 31
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The Context of Environmental Ethics and Land Management
Consider Earth from outside its atmosphere. Watch it in silence and in wonder. Then, think for a
moment about how we might answer the question: "How should its participant-inhabitants behave?”
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[ Composite serial animation of NASA photographs ]
Environmental Ethics & Land Management ... Click Here o Confinue
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The Context of Environmental Ethics and Land Management
Is any received tradition of ethics adequate
to answer this question?
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The Context of Environmental Ethics and Land Management
If so, which one{s) will work fo establish stable and enduring systems of
self-imposed, self-restraint required for human survival in a complex ecosysferm?
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The Context of Environmental Ethics and Land Management
If no received tradition of ethics is currently adequate fo inspire
self-imposed, self-restraint, how should humans proceed if they expect fo survive?
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What this course i1Is NOT

This course IS NOT:

An introduction to environmental studies.
A field or laboratory course in environmental science.
A course In environmental policy making.

A course In the history of environmentalism.

A survey course In the literature of environmental
ethics.

In effect, it will help you place all these other kinds of

.courses In perspective.

Tim Weiskel - 37



We will take on....

This course will take on controversy.

It will touch upon many of the current debates in the

field -- like those surrounding the publication of The
Skeptical Environmentalist

It will include -- where ever possible -- interviews,
video clips, news reports and multimedia
documentation relating to contemporary and

historical environmental problems that illustrate clear
- conflicts in environmental ethics.

Tim Weiskel - 38






File  Edit

BBC Hews | AMERICAS | Analyziz: Oil and the Bush cabinet - Netscape

View [GEo  Commurnicator

Help

L

w§ " Bookmarks & Location: [0010123 - Analysis Oil and the Bush cabinet/1138003 himl | @511 What's Related ﬂ

Back

Fonward

Feload Haorme Search  Metzcape Frirt

SecLrity

Shop Stop

Instant Meszage ‘WebMal Radio People Yellow Pages Download Calendar Channel: BealPlayer

BAA[E HOMEPAGE | WORLD SERVICE | EDUCATION

Front Page

Asia-Pacific

Europe
Middle East
South Asia

From Our Own

Correspondent

Letter From
America

UK

UK Politics
Business
ScifTech
Health
Education
Entertainment
Talking Point
In Depth
Audio¥ideo

EEE VOTE 2001

EARE SPORT

METe T~ I

You are in: Warld: Amercas
Monday, 29 January, 2001, 11:09 GMT

Analysis: Oil and the
Bush cablnet

E'.'I,r Katty Kay

& majority of President Bush's new cabinet are
millionaires and sewveral are multimillionaires.

dccording to information from financial
disclosure reports, released by the Office of
Gowvernment Ethics, most cabinet appointees
have amassed their fortunes in stock options.

Mow a Washington-based think tank is
questioning whether some of the cahinet
members could face a possible conflict of
interest,
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http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/americas/1138009.stm

We will examine the current administration’s
energy policy and what forces lie behind It...
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The administration’s stance underscores that the US has
become a culture of consumption in a world of constraint

Yo! AMigol!

WE NEED THAT TREE




A22 N

., THE NEW YORK TIMES NATI(

Bush Defends New Environmental Rules

More Debate Follows Assertion That Economy and Air Will Benefit

By RACHEL L. SWARNS

MONROE, Mich., Sept. 15 — Presi-
dent Bush toured one of the nation’s
largest power plants today and
hailed the sprawling complex here as
a symbol of how the relaxation of
clean air rules would boost the econ-
omy and protect the environment.

After donning a white hard hat and
viewing the roaring turbine genera-
tors at the Detroit Edison plant here,
Mr. Bush told cheering workers that
cumbersome and complicated gov-
ernment regulations had prevented
the plant from upgrading to cleaner
and more efficient generators for
nearly five years.

Last month, in one of the most far-
reaching environmental decisions of
his tenure, Mr. Bush eliminated

those rules, allowing thousands of
power plants, refineries and fac-
tories to make extensive upgrades

thal nrreace nnllntante whithont hasv.

cy, quickly reignited the fierce de-
bate between government officials
and environmental groups. While
Mr. Bush was greeting workers, en-
vironmentalists said the relaxation
of clean air rules known as the new
source review would allow this plant
o increase emissions by more than
30,000 tons a year, a 56 percent in-
crease over current levels.

A power plant is
used as an argument
for and against
Bush’s policy.

advocacy director of the Clean Air
Task Force, an environmental group.
“We want to see real power plant
cleanup legislation that will protect
the health of every American.”
Senator James M. Jeffords, the
Vermont independent and ranking
minority member on the Environ-
ment and Public Works Committee,
echoed those concerns. He described
Mr. Bush's policies as ‘“‘the exact
opposite of what the nation needs.”
“The administration’s deregula-
tory agenda, specifically the gutting
of the new source review program,
will lead to more pollution and there-
fore more disease and premature
deaths,”” Mr. Jeffords said.
Government officials dismissed
the concemns raised by environmen-
tal groups.
“They’'re wrong,” said James L.
Connaughton, chairman of the Coun-
cil on Environmental Oualitv. a
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Late Edition
Mew York: Toduy, partly clmsdy, e
hamid, kigh T9. Tonight, clear, ooal,
jow §1. Tomorrow, mainly sy, not
as warm, high 73. Yesterday, high 77,
b TL Weather map i on Page DA
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RETIREES ALARMED
AT THREAT OF CUTS
N DRUG BENEFITS

ISSUE FOR MEDICARE BILL

Congress Weighs Civing Tax
Credits to Employers Who

Uphold Coverage Levels

By ROBERT PEAR
WASHINGTON, Sept. 15 — As Con
Eress works on legislaton o cover
prescription drugs under Medicare,
lwmakers have been deliged with
momplaints fram retirees who fear
bsing drug bepelns they already
have from lormer employers
Some lwmakers say this i5see 15
emerging as the most immediate
threal 1 the egislathn

Comgress is frantically sﬂlmg:

ways o sddress the concern, by of-
fer mg tax ¢redits, subsidies or ather
mcentives for employers 1o con i e
providing drug beseflis (o retirees
The tax credits would be available to
employers who maint an drug cover-
age or supplement what Medicare
[

Medicare peperally does natl cover
oulpatient prescription drogs Same
empleyers volustanly provide sudh
coverape (hough they are mol e

of B8 (A1) Front Page
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Hurricane Isabel, as seen vesterday from the Intonational Space 5 tation. Its lundfall is expected on Thursday.
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\CALIFORNIA’S VOTE
DELAYED BY COURT
OVER PUNCH CARDS

Error-Prone Machines Could Alter
Outcome, U.S. Judges Say

By DEAN E

SAN FRANCISCD, Sept. 15 — A
feder al appeals court here oday or-
dered that the recall election for
Gov. Gray Dave be delayed, rulng
had cheduled date, Oct 7, &d
Bl giv veral counties with large
kR ik o ki s, @nowgh nme 1o
replace outdated punch-card voting
e hines

A three-judge panel of the United
Siates Comrtof Appeak for the Ninth
Circuit, al Democr slic Appalsbess
sald & postponemenl was warm asbed
becasse punchcand vol ng sysiems
are sigeificastly more prone io er-
rars’” than other systems and could
lead 1o ap inordinate pomber of bal-
lot s bring disgualifad

Thi 15 a orEical time in our &S
ton's history whem we ane ailempl
ing to porsusde the people of otber
patiogs of (B valoe of free and open
eections.” he judges said in el

| ruling =A short postpopemant af the
| election will accomplish those aims

Tim Weiskel

MURPHY

L s sabnn and 1t was unchear when or
il it woull ¢ale op fhe makier

“The volers desarve finality,"” said
Thomas Hikachi, a lawyer for the
group, Rescue Califormia, which rep-
resents the recall’s ariginal prope-
pend, Ted Costa =We need, and the
ol s Ve, 1D KEow Sonner rath-
er than inter ¥ this election s going
o happen.

Mr. Hibachk accused the hree
piges of “"making op* and ““twis-
ing" Iacts o resch their conclosion,
particularly in arguing that aboot
0 00 vaters in e ponch-card coun-
thes would be dEsniranchised be-
cause al snticipated problems on
Election Day. Rescue Calfornia ar-
pued [hal | her & was B0 evidence dal
puneb-card machines have o higher
rate of evror than aber jorms of
voling

“They sbmply ignored the evidenoe
that was offered o them,™ Mr. Hi-
tachi said

=
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Huge Typhoon Lashes South Korea

Does anyone
think that they
can “control” the

water cycle?
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e National Report

Ehe New York Times
East Coast Warily Waits as Forecasters Warn of Dangerous Storm

By PATRICK HEALY
sad ANDREW C. REVKIN

for o direct hE, with Washington
mearly o the dead center of the
Sorm's projecied path, the National
Oeeanic and Atmospheric Admimis
tration reported.

Michells Samelll a meworokbgs
for the adminisration's MNational
Horrcane Cenier, said ihe mos re-
enl Jorecasts showed ropical-
sorm-larce winds lashing the coast
o North Carolina early Thorsday
and hufricane-lorce wmds af 71
miks per hour or more srkng
Maryland's Chesopeake Bay area
lster that day. The hurricane could
veor a8 lar north os Mew York and
New Englond or as flar south as
South Caralina

Westhir mperis  scknowledgsd
that soch predictions were pever
bronclad Bof lor che Dirst nme i the
aghl days that federal afficials have
Issned sdvieores aboot (e slonm
ey sl e o was Aol no chande
It Wk s B moast tirely ———— e - :

“Everyibing pants to o lantiall ™" S o . iy, - - =
Ms. Sl 1l 8mid . = : i - e el

Forec aster s said they expeciad Is e A e o
abel ) wesken alightly as 5 pearead
land, lallng from a Colegory 5 o 4

:"""' E:*m':"" T“;l"""“'i“'*“"-‘ . Jamie Turner, drectar ol Dels e : -
harr v B L RETREN Y J L o wame's Emergercy  Management i . AL !
o ricne expen 1.@1 ﬁh Agency. If it appears that Burric ane W | Isabel's Approach
1213 of 66 [A12/473] M stional d |

Surfers left the beach yesterday as clouds pather sl over Wrightaille Beach, N.C. Some stale residents are already preparing for Hurrcaoe [sabel,
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sustained winds had )
slowed to 120 m.p.h. |
Large ocean swells and
dangerous surf conditions |

Projected
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Middle Atlantic coastline.

: Sunday Sam.
FORECAST =18 180mph. salurday 5am

11 p.m. Yesterd 18OmPh. Friday  gam
p-m. ay 160 m.p.h,
120 m.p.h. ¢ o B Thursday

@ = 145 m.p.h
Eam
Yastarday @o e

150mph

WINICAN
REPUBLEG
J B Atiantc Ucean
ERUANS PUERTO
RiCD
Sowred Nabong! Hurncane Cander




Y 2PN,
«”0 FRIDAY

"

Projected ,
path as of —




Did you see this coming?
Were you surprised by this?

Have you ever asked: “Why?”’
-- not only ““why did it
happen?”

But, “why were you
surprised?”

What other “blind spots” to we
suffer from as a culture?
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Other cultures
have their own
blind spots as
well as their
unique insights
on the human-
ecosystem
Interaction.
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' have evolved within and cannot live without.

Our task will be to devise set of principles of self-
Imposed, self-restraint — an ethic — for human behavior to
sustain human life as part of the complex ecosystem we
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Who Should Take This Course?

Anyone who wants to orient themselves in
the ecosystem in which they live.

Anyone who wishes to understand the trends
and directions of evolution in both natural
and soclio-political systems around them.

Anyone who wants to live with themselves
through complex and conflict ridden
times.
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Why Should You Take This Course?

You should pay attention to how your mind is
furnished....

You will have to live with it for the rest of your life.

Your own sanity Is worth a great deal in a world and
way of life that is showing signs of collapse.

If you don’t furnish your own mind, someone else
will do it for you (corporate, government,
religious ideologues).

If you don’t learn to stand for something, you can
fall for anything...and probably will.
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Environmental Ethics and Land Management
ENVR E-120

http://courses.dce.harvard.edu/~envrel20

Introduction to Course

Timothy C. Weiskel

Class 1
21 September 2006

Harvard University Extension School
Fall Semester 2006
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