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and would soon announce investments of more than $970 million in projects to
provide access clean water to Africaand other developing nations. They said they
want to focus on offering concrete support for specific projects instead of getting
mired in debates about the targets and time frames for foreign aid that the
developing nations are seeking.

But as participants gathered in the gleaming convention center here, nearly
everyone was haunted by the failures of the past.

Ten years ago, the world's |eaders | eft the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro with an
ambitious agenda that is mostly remembered by the participants here as a string of
broken promises and squandered opportunities. In his opening speech today,
President Thabo Mbeki of South Africa said pointedly that the world had stood by
and allowed environmental degradation and deepening poverty to threaten the
future of the Earth.

Mr. Mbeki said leaders had failed to muster the political will to reduce poverty and
to protect natural resources despite the promises made in Rio de Janeiro. He urged
officials to develop a plan during this 10-day meeting to rescue aworld
increasingly characterized by dying lakes, retreating forests, global warming and
desperately poor people.

"Poverty, underdevelopment, inequality within and among countries, together with
the worsening global ecological crisis, sum up the dark shadow under which most
of theworld lives,” Mr. Mbeki said in his speech. "It is no secret that the global
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community has, as yet, not demonstrated the will to implement the decisionsit has DID YOU KNOW?

freely adopted.”

"We need to take stock of the inertia of the past decade and agree on very clear and
practical measures that will help usto deal decisively with all the challenges that
weface," he added. "Thisisthe central task of this summit."

The officials here applauded his words. But as the day wore on and negotiators
huddled in the ballrooms, it was clear that coming up with a strong plan would be
very difficult.

No new treaties will be signed here. Instead, negotiators are focusing on the link
between poverty and environmental degradation and on how to spur growth in
poor countries while protecting the environment.

But there are deep disagreements between rich and poor nations about how to
achieve those goals.

Poor countries say they need to improve their economies before they will bein a
position to protect their natural resources. They want wealthy nations to provide
aid to developing countries equal to 0.7 percent of the wealthy nations gross
national products. They also want the wealthy nations to reduce or eliminate tariffs
on agricultural goods from poor countries and, by 2015, to reduce by half the
number of people who lack accessto sanitation.

Officials from the United States and the European Union have refused to make
commitments for time frames to eliminate agricultural subsidies, which protect
their farmers from foreign competition. "We do not see Johannesburg as a place to
have these negotiations," said Catherine Day of the European Union at a news
conference today.
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The European Union iswilling to discuss setting targets for increasing foreign
assistance to the poor and for converting to renewable energy sources, but the
United States opposes such measures.

"I think goals are important, but they're only lofty rhetoric without the commitment
of resources,” said John F. Turner, the assistant secretary of state for oceans and
international environmental and scientific affairs.

"The opportunity here isfor partners to start committing resources in these critical
areas to reduce poverty and ensure a more sustainable future," Mr. Turner said.
"That's what we ought to be focused on."

But officials from developing nations said the wealthy countries were being
inflexible. "What's in there for us?' asked one official, who supports specific
targets for foreign aid. "We're not advancing at all."

Nearly 25 percent of the summit meeting's action plan remained contested today.
As diplomats scrambled for consensus, some officials warned that the meeting
might produce little more than reaffirmations of old promises.

Environmentalists and advocates for the poor are already vowing to march through
the streets by the thousands on Saturday to ensure that the link between poverty
and environmental decay remains high on the agenda. Much of their anger is
directed at President Bush.

Last year, President Bush upset many leaders when he rejected a treaty negotiated
in Kyoto, Japan, which set targets for reducing emissions of greenhouse gases.

Marcel Furtado, a Brazilian representative of the advocacy group Greenpeace, said
both devel oping and developed countries were to blame for the failure of pledges
made in Rio de Janeiro in 1992.

Mr. Furtado said many delegates had |earned from the failures of the past. He said
they resented the United States and the European Union, to some extent, for
blocking efforts to infuse this meeting's action plan with new and concrete
commitments. "We have ajob to do, which isto deliver change," he said. "It looks
like the real issues are not making it into the document.”

Klaus Toepfer, the executive director of the United Nations Environment Program,
urged negotiators to strive for consensus, no matter how difficult the negotiations
become. No one, he said, can afford to give up.

"The eyes of the world are upon us here waiting for signs that we are able to bridge
our differences,” he said. "The time has come to trandate our political commitment
into action."

Forum: Join aDiscussion on The Environment

Web Site: Text: Mbeki's Speech (un.org)
Web Site: World Summit on Sustainable Devel opment (www.johannesburgsummit.org)

http://www.nytimes.com/2002/08/27/international/africa/27 SUMM.html?intermail (3 of 4) [8/31/02 8:15:34 AM]


http://forums.nytimes.com/webin/WebX?50@@.f2e4e2d
http://www.un.org/events/wssd/statements/openingsaE.htm
http://www.johannesburgsummit.org/

World Development Forum Begins With a Rebuke

Doing research? Search the archive for more than 500,000 articles:

| | | Since 1996 | ©

[& E -Mail This Aricle
Printer-Friendly Format
Most E-Mailed Articles

Reprintz ) ) )
Start the day informed with home delivery

ARTICLE TOOLS of The New Y ork Times newspaper.
SreNEEREREY Click Here for 50% off.

Home | Back to International | Search | Corrections | Help | Back to Top

Ehe New Hork Eimes 2002 1.5. OPEN

). TRIVIA CHALLENGE

Copyright 2002 The New York Times Company | Permissions | Privacy Policy

CLICK HERE TO PLAY

http://www.nytimes.com/2002/08/27/international/africa/27 SUMM.html?intermail (4 of 4) [8/31/02 8:15:34 AM]


http://ea.nytimes.com/cgi-bin/email?REFURI=http://www.nytimes.com/2002/08/27/international/africa/27SUMM.html&position=bottom
http://www.nytimes.com/2002/08/27/international/africa/27SUMM.html?intermail=&pagewanted=print&position=bottom
http://www.nytimes.com/gst/pop_top.html
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/international&pos=Frame4&camp=starbucks12-nyt4&ad=starbucksnew.gif&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Estarbucks%2Ecom%2FDefault%2Easp%3Fci%3D692
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/international&pos=Middle6&camp=nytcirc_footer&ad=newcirc_ad4.html&goto=%5F%5FQUERY%5F%5F&query=secure-homedelivery%2enytimes%2ecom%2fcgi-bin%2fgx%2ecgi%2fAppLogic%2bFTContentServer%3fpagename%3duser%252FContentMgt%252FPromoFeature%252FPromoFeatureT1P%26ExternalMediaCode%3dW11FZ
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/international&pos=Middle6&camp=nytcirc_footer&ad=newcirc_ad4.html&goto=%5F%5FQUERY%5F%5F&query=secure-homedelivery%2enytimes%2ecom%2fcgi-bin%2fgx%2ecgi%2fAppLogic%2bFTContentServer%3fpagename%3duser%252FContentMgt%252FPromoFeature%252FPromoFeatureT1P%26ExternalMediaCode%3dW11FZ
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/world/index.html
http://search.nytimes.com/search/
http://www.nytimes.com/corrections.html
http://www.nytimes.com/membercenter/sitehelp.html
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/international&pos=Bottom&camp=nytnyt222&ad=usopen_nosponsor_468x602&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enytimes%2Ecom%2Fmarketing%2Fusopen2002%2Fsplash%2Ehtml
http://www.nytimes.com/ref/membercenter/help/copyright.html
http://www.nytimes.com/ref/membercenter/help/permission.html
http://www.nytimes.com/ref/membercenter/help/privacy.html

	nytimes.com
	World Development Forum Begins With a Rebuke


	ANOAICKKFADGGMGEONAGFMFMNPHEKHNPAB: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: [past30days]

	f3: 

	form3: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: [Full]

	f3: 

	form4: 
	x: 
	f1: World Development Forum Begins With a Rebuke
	f2: By RACHEL L. SWARNS
	f3: http://www.nytimes.com/2002/08/27/international/africa/27SUMM.html
	f4: default
	f5: AUG 27 2002
	f6: The New York Times


	form5: 
	x: 
	f1: http://www.nytimes.com/2002/08/27/international/africa/27SUMM.html
	f2: World Development Forum Begins With a Rebuke
	f3: South Africa
	f4: nyt_geo
	f5: Summit Conferences
	f6: mdes
	f7: Environment
	f8: des
	f9: call
	f10: 1

	f11: 
	f12: 
	f13: 




