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rising sealevels and shrinking animal habitats.

Caspar Ammann, a scientist and climatologist with the National Center
for Atmospheric Research in Boulder, Colo., said changes are apparent
around the world.

"Y ou see the massive changes in the mountain ranges around the
world. Where you see the glaciers disappearing very rapidly, you see
changes in vegetation and changes in the whole seasonal cycles. The
seaice that is going back ... these are indications.”

A study by Tom Wigley of NCAR and Sarah Raper of the Climatic
Research Unit in Britain found a 90 percent probability global
temperatures will rise 3.1 to 8.9 degrees between 1990 and 2100 asa
result of human influencesif greenhouse gas emissions continue
unchecked.

Other experts disagree, saying Earth's temperatures have varied greatly
over time, and little is known about how the atmosphere copes with
temperature change.

"If you look at the long-term records of temperatures, you will see
periods warmer than today and periods colder than today,” said John
Cristy, aclimatologist at the University of Alabama.

"We don't see the same warming in the deep atmosphere,” he said. "If it
were man-made, that's where you would see the warming."

But Anil Krishna Mistry, a 37-year-old rice farmer living in mangrove
swamps aong Indias border with Bangladesh, said he is worried by
what he sees as changing climate patterns.

He said the region is under constant threat of flooding from heavy rains
and that rising sealevels have washed away huge tracts of land and
made others too salty for rice growing.

"There were 64 types of mangrove plantsin the region, but now half of
those species are dying out,” said Krishna Mistry. "The mangrove
stands act as a barrier against high tides from the oceans,” he said, but
rising sealevels and high tides are making the freshwater salty.

He said subsistence farmers are losing rice paddies and freshwater
drinking supplies to the rising saltwater tides and that many try to
survive by poaching and by overfishing in the 104 islands in the region.
"We are surrounded by water, but don't have a single drop to drink,"
Krishna Mistry said. "The changes in monsoon patterns are leading to
more unpredictable weather. Many people are living on the edge, with
no other place to go."

Norbu Sherpa, an expedition guide in the Himalayas, also warned of a
changing landscape in the Everest region.

"In the years that | have worked as a trekking expedition guide, | have
seen snow lines and glaciers go back higher and higher, he said.
"Meanwhile, new lakes are forming, others are growing larger and
larger.”
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