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Atlanta has 
experienced 
“white flight,” 
as the more 
affluent leave 
the “core” and 
move to the 
sprawling 
“periphery.”
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Detroit also provides a classic case study 
of sprawl and its link to racism….

Consider the two broad aspects of sprawl 
together: 

1) the expansion outward from the city 
center to “new” and “virgin” housing tracts 

and

2) the disinvestment in the city center 
left behind.
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