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This is where we are in cyberspace.  

http://www.courses.fas.harvard.edu/~ext11926/

Check the site often -- several times a week 
-- for assignments, news, announcements, 

etc. 
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So, to begin with…
Key question:
[please write your answer on the paper provided & print your 

name clearly at the top]

What does “environmental ethics” mean to you?
With a short paragraph, in your own words, 
complete the phrase, and elaborate in a few 
sentences…. 

“Environmental ethics is concerned with….”
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An appropriate pause for you to think
and write ….
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What this course is NOT
This course is NOT:
• An introduction to environmental studies
• A field or laboratory course in environmental science
• A course in environmental policy making.
• A course in the history of environmentalism
• A survey course in the literature of environmental 

ethics
In effect, it will help you place all these other kinds of 

courses in perspective.
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We will take on….

This course will take on controversy.
It will touch upon many of the current debates in the 

field -- like those surrounding the recent publication 
of The Skeptical Environmentalist

It will include -- where ever possible -- interviews, 
video clips, news reports and multimedia 
documentation relating to contemporary and 
historical environmental problems that illustrate clear 
conflicts in environmental ethics. *
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http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/americas/1138009.stm
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We will examine the current administration’s 
energy policy and what forces lie behind it...

- -
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*

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/asia-pacific/1279931.stm
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The administration’s stance underscores that the US has 
become a culture of consumption in a world of constraint
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This cannot and 
will not 
continue….

Can we 
devise an 
ethic to 
govern 
human 
behavior 
and 
preserve a 
human  
presence...

…in this 
complex and 
precious 
ecosystem 
we inhabit.The 

question is:
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Does anyone 
think that they 
can “control” the 
water cycle?
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Did you see this coming?  

Were you surprised by this?

Have you ever asked: “Why?”
-- not only “why did it 
happen?” 

But, “why were you 
surprised?” 

What other “blind spots” to we 
suffer from as a culture?
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Other cultures 
have their own 
blind spots as 
well as their 
unique insights 
on the human-
ecosystem 
interaction.
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Our task will be to devise set of principles of self-
imposed, self-restraint – an ethic – for human behavior to 
sustain human life as part of the complex ecosystem we 
have evolved within and cannot live without.



Tim Weiskel - 30

Who Should Take This Course?
Anyone who wants to orient themselves in the 

ecosystem in which they live.
Anyone who wishes to understand the trends and 

directions of evolution in both natural and socio-
political systems around them.

Anyone who wants to live with themselves through 
complex and conflict ridden times.
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Who Should Take This Course?
You should pay attention to how your mind is 

furnished….
You will have to live with it for the rest of your life.  
Your own sanity is worth a great deal in a world and 

way of life that is showing signs of collapse.
If you don’t furnish your own mind, someone else 

will do it for you (corporate, government, 
religious ideologues).

If you don’t learn to stand for something, you can 
fall for anything.
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